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the people  of Colorado. This mission is  environmental  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  
and d e c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  decommissioning, and t h e  safe and secure 
s t o r a g e  of Rocky F l a t s  wastes and n u c l e a r  materials.. Simply p u t ,  
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E;//&. I - I, i '  could. i n t e r f e r e  with i n p o r t a n t  wzste -management and environmental  
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restoration activities, as -expressed in the attached letter. 

.,**-,- The "re-use" proposal currently in consideration, -: prepared by . 
Manufacturing Sciences Corporation (MSC), contains many desirable 
features. The plan Dotentially recycles waste materials into . 

useable products, and employs a large number of plant workers 
expected to be laid off over the next few years. Unfortunately, the 
attractive features of this proposal cannot be adequately evaluated 

.. 

.- without an'overall -.---.- plan fo; - ---_- tke - management -- of the .------- facility 2s a --..-- whole, withzartlcular attention to t h e  w z s t e  scorage a n a  treatment 
needs- as weil as the physical requirements for safe storage of 
special nuclear materials. Pursuant to a recent DOE commitment, DOE 
i s  evaluating its projected mixed waste storage needs and potential 
storage capacity. This analysis is not scheduled for completion 
until October, 1994. We encourage DOE to expedite that analysis to 
the greatest extent feasible, recognizing it as a necessary 
foundation for any type of facility "re-use" decision. 

The Colorado Department of Health welcomes an opportunity to - 
participate in the development and/or assessment of this facility 
management plan, along with otner interested community groups, such 
as the Citizens' Advisory Board and the Rocky Flats Local Impaces 
Initiative. Development of a facility management plan snocld be 
characterized as a pre-Phzse 1 component to the MSC proposal, 
allowing the regulators and the entire community t o  evaluate how 
this proposal wo~ld fit into ongoing plant clean up, waste and 
naterial storage, and decontamination and decom.nissioning 
activities. The 'only time-sensitive aspect of the MSC proposal 
relates to workers being laid off this October. DOE could. mitigate 
worker impacts by retrzining the appropriate workers into 
decontaninztion 2nd deconmissioning positions,L,in anticipation of 
accelerating this phase of the plant's mission. 

k'e think that this and other plans nust recognize the fundanental 
change in the plant's Tnission, and that D06's first priority for 
the plant nust be t o  bring it i n t o  conpliance with applicable 
req2irements (such 2 s  the Colorado Hazarcious Waste Menagenent Act) 
2s well as other appropriate requirenents. As opposed to being 
mothballed, Rocky Flats must be upgracied to enable D b X  to safely 
carry out I t s  new waste nanaGement nission which will likely 
continue for the next 20 years or more. 

. 

The Rocky Flats plant is not closing, contrary t o  popular belief. 
Instead, it will be the site of.extensive environnental clean up, 
SizeaSle -waste nznagenent -activities ,,and interin -.storage for 

. substzntial quantities o f  special nuclezr materials for many Sears. 
One of the most urgent tzsks facing DOZ is to provide adequzte 
storage czpacity at Rocky Flats for existing end projected Wastes. 
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. ln this context, interim reuse for existing buildbzs f o r  non-DOE 

purposes before waste storage needs’ have been iagntified and 
provided for seems premature. 

- .  * 

We share your concerns for‘ the economic impacts associated with the . 
closure of Rocky Flats plant, and would appreciate the opportunity 
to visit with you about your perspective on this issue. Please feel 
free to call me at 303/692-3099 i f  you would’like to arrange an 
opportunify to do so. 

Thank you, 

-_ --._---.-.-- . ?-.------- --- - - -  

... ... 

Thomas Looby, Director 
Office of the Environment 
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cc: RoberC DeGrasse, DOE: HQ . 

Willis Bixby, DOE: EQ 
. Pzt Whitfield, DOE IiQ. 
Jill Lytle, DOE: HQ 
A1 Pauole, DO3 RFO 
Jack McGraw, EPA Region VI11 
Carol Browner, EPA Adninistrztor 
Doug Young, Office of the Governor . . . -  
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